
 

Milford Express – January 31, 2012 
mculley@milfordpublicschool.com 

Go Mustangs!!!  
www.milfordpublicschool.com 

908-995-4349 

 
Dates to Note: 

Jan. 31 Report Card Day 

Feb. 7 PTO Bowling Night 

Feb. 8 Acceptance Day 

           Board of Ed. Mtg. 7:00 

Feb. 10 Slipper Day 

             Student Council Valentine 

              Dance 

Feb. 14 Wear Red Day 

              Valentine’s Day 

Feb. 16 Patriotic Day 

Feb. 17-20 President’s Weekend 

Feb. 21 Kindergarten Roundup 

Feb. 24 Jump Rope for Heart 

 

Dear Parents: 

Here is what has been going on at 

Milford School: 

 

Information from the Board 

Dear Milford Parents: 

 

I wanted to call to your attention to 

recent legislative action, specifically Bill 

#A-4394/S-3148, signed into law on 

January 17, 2012 by Governor Chris 

Christie that will have an impact on the 

Budget and Election process for School 

Boards.  This bill establishes procedures 

for moving the date of a school district's 

annual school election to the day of the 

general election in November.  This 

move has been desired for years by 

many who claim that election turnout is 

low in April.  Furthermore, the cost of 

running the election has had to be borne 

by the schools - it will now be shared 

with the Municipality, State and Local 

Government entities.  The law also 

mandates that if a district moves its 

annual school election to November, it 

does not require voter approval for a 

base budget, but any proposal to exceed 

the 2 percent tax levy cap would be 

presented for voter approval in 

November.  District board members 

elected in November would take office 

at the beginning of January, instead of 

April as they do today.  Moving the 

election to November requires adoption 

of a resolution by the board of education.  

 

As was advertised, there was a special 

election on Monday, January 30, 2012 

for the Board to vote on this resolution, 

which was unanimously approved.  

 

Other practices remain the same, 

specifically preparation of the annual 

budget with parental and community 

input, a public meeting to share the 

budget and information on the budget 

being made available on the school's 

website and in the public library. 



Source: 

 http://www.state.nj.us/governor/news/ne

ws/552012/approved/20120117f.html 

 

Student of the Week 

Abby Schaefer is our student of the 

week. She was nominated by Mrs. 

Andresen because she is an outstanding 

student who is very enthusiastic about 

school and is extremely motivated to 

always do her best. Abby applies what 

she learns and works hard to improve 

her skills. She is helpful and kind to 

everyone and has a great sense of humor. 

Congratulations, Abby! 

 

Tuition Students 

Please read the attached notice about the 

reduced cost of tuition to attend Milford 

School.. If you are interested in 

attending Milford School for 2012-2013, 

please let me know at 995-4349. 

 

Kindergarten Roundup 

If you have a child who will be five 

before October 1, 2012, he/she is eligible 

for kindergarten. You and your child are 

invited to our kindergarten roundup on 

Tuesday, Feb. 21 at 1:00 in the gym. 

Mrs. Warner will give a presentation 

about her 

kindergarten 

program for 

the parents 

and students 

will gather to 

meet other 

future 

kindergarteners.  

 

Extended Child Care Available 

Milford School will offer child care from 

7AM until 6PM beginning Tuesday, 

Feb. 21. If you are interested in having 

your child attend, please fill out the 

attached form and return it to me as soon 

as possible. The cost has not been voted 

on by the board, but will be in alignment 

with the current cost of childcare.  

 

CCD at Milford School 

Milford School is the site for the St. 

Edward’s CCD program. Every Monday 

and Wednesday afternoons, students and 

teachers use our classrooms for their 

religious education. Since St. Edward’s 

Parish Center is used as our emergency 

school location, we are pleased to offer 

this community service to St. Edwards 

Parish.   

 

After School Tutoring 

Since Milford School is receiving Title I 

funding, we are able to offer after school 

tutoring to students who are identified to 

need additional academic support. Mrs. 

Seow and Mr. St. Laurent are teaching 

this program.  

 

Spelling Bee 

The results of the 2011-

2012 spelling bee are: 

1
st
  Liam 

McCracken 

2
nd

  Robert Polansky     

3
rd

 Jared Pershyn  

Alternate: Ethan Coss 

 

About 25 students in Grades 5-8 

participated in the spelling bee. 

Congratulations to all of the participants 

and to our winners! Liam will participate 

in the Express Times spelling bee. 

 

Kicking Off 2012 in Miss Carro’s 

Classes! 

 

Sixth Grade Reading, Language Arts, 

Math & Social Studies 

In sixth grade language arts, the students 

have been doing an outstanding job 

compiling information for their research 



reports. They have been diligent 

throughout every step of the research 

process so far: finding text and internet 

sources, taking notes, and creating 

outlines. Next, they will compose their 

rough drafts, peer edit, and finally, 

publish their final copies of their reports. 

They will also compile a formal 

bibliography to cite their sources. Lastly, 

the students will create PowerPoint 

presentations to give their classmates an 

overview of their research.  

 

Some of the interesting topics being 

explored are Tokay geckos, Walt 

Disney, asthma, the constellation Leo, 

the Great Wall of China, and much 

more! This will be a great 

accomplishment for the sixth graders, 

and they are already excelling. Way to 

go!  

  

In reading class, the students are doing a 

nonfiction study. They just finished 

reading about the life of Helen Keller. 

They read an excerpt of her 

autobiography as well as a short 

biography on her life and compared the 

information that was presented.  

 Next, the students will read about 

how the great pyramids of ancient Egypt 

were constructed, in alignment with our 

upcoming study of Egypt in social 

studies! 

  

In social studies, the students have been 

studying Mesopotamian river valley 

civilizations. They are learning about the 

farming techniques and various 

innovations of these peoples. Did you 

know that the Sumerians were the first to 

develop a written language comprised of 

pictorial symbols known as cuneiform? 

They also created the calendar, sailboat, 

and potter’s wheel! 

  

In addition, we look forward to 

exploring the mysteries of ancient Egypt 

in the near future. 

In the world of math, the students are 

continuing to pursue their study of 

fractions. They just finished mastering 

how to estimate, add, and subtract 

fractions and mixed numbers. Next, they 

will delve into multiplying and dividing 

fractions and mixed numbers.  

  

What has made math so exciting lately is 

the incorporation of our interactive 

textbook. We now have the ability to 

display textbook pages on the Epson 

projector, use interactive tools, and even 

watch video clips associated with each 

lesson! The students are highly engaged 

and are advancing in their learning with 

this new feature. 

 

Fifth Grade Reading & Language 

Arts 
The fifth graders have been dedicated to 

informative writing. They recently 

finished writing paragraphs regarding a 

famous explorer or an aspect of the 

United States government. They read 

their books, took notes, made miniature 

outlines, wrote rough drafts, peer edited 

each other’s work, and published their 

paragraphs on the computer. With the 

task of writing an informative paragraph 

successfully completed, the students are 

now ready to begin writing a short 

research report! They are thrilled to 

search for sources and embark on this 

writing journey.  

 

In reading class, the students have begun 

a new novel: The Orphan of Ellis Island 

by Elvira Woodruff. It is a wonderful 

sci-fi/fantasy story of a young boy who 

travels back in time to Italy in the year 

1908. The students will continue to use 

various reading comprehension 



strategies while exploring the novel: 

summarization, questioning, prediction, 

visualization, making connections, and 

inferencing. They have already written 

some fantastic responses to the novel in 

their reading journals and have shared 

them with their peers! 

 

Reading Olympics 

This year, a team of fifth and sixth 

graders from Milford School are 

participating in the county wide Reading 

Olympics program. Within this program, 

the students are challenged to read 35 

preselected books by mid-April. A 

competition will then be held at Holland 

School where various teams will be 

asked questions regarding the books. 

The Milford team is both excited and 

motivated for this challenge! They have 

been reading up a storm and will meet 

periodically to discuss the literature. 

 

News from Mrs. Zdepski’s Classes: 

 

Grade 5 Social Studies 

Why did different people come to the 

English colonies and where did they 

settle?   

 

This is just one of the many questions 

we will be researching as we enter Unit 

3- The Thirteen Colonies.  We are 

looking forward to learning new 

information and participating in new 

projects. 

Grades 7 & 8 Language Arts 

Students are off to a great start with their 

research projects.  They have chosen 

among many various topics such as 

environmental, historical and 

technology-based. 

 

Grade 7 Reading 

We are currently reading White Fang, as 

written by classic American author Jack 

London.  We will be completing projects 

as we read this great story.  One of the 

projects will be a written, as well as oral, 

book report.  

 

Grade 8 Reading 

The eighth grade is currently reading 

Flowers for Algernon, by Daniel Keyes.  

Unlike most books, Flowers for 

Algernon is written as a journal from the 

main character’s point of view.  The 

students will be entering information 

about the story on an online blog; this 

ties into our current technology 

endeavors.  Stay tuned! 

 

From Mrs. Mandatta 

The students have been working hard at 

applying the F.I.T.T. Principles in all the 

activities during Physical Education 

class. The middle school students have 

been using Plyometrics to improve their 

muscle conditioning and they are having 

fun playing Basketball. 

The younger students have been learning 

about different Locomotor skills and 

why they are important.  They are also 

working on improving their throwing 

with accuracy and receiving with two 

hands. 

Please check out the bulletin board in the 

gym to see our P.E. Students of the 

Month honorees. Congratulations to all. 

I would also like to thank all the 

volunteers who made the Breakfast with 

Santa a huge success. The PTO members 

helped with shopping for the food and 

got up early to start making the 

pancakes, waffles, sausage, and bacon.  

The kids had a lot of fun making crafts, 

visiting with Santa, and hanging with 

their friends and family. 

The Student Council and Yearbook 

students did a fantastic job at being food 

servers and helpers at the craft tables.  
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some fantastic responses to the novel in 

their reading journals and have shared 

them with their peers! 

 

Reading Olympics 

This year, a team of fifth and sixth 

graders from Milford School are 

participating in the county wide Reading 

Olympics program. Within this program, 

the students are challenged to read 35 

preselected books by mid-April. A 

competition will then be held at Holland 

School where various teams will be 

asked questions regarding the books. 

The Milford team is both excited and 

motivated for this challenge! They have 

been reading up a storm and will meet 

periodically to discuss the literature. 

 

News from Mrs. Zdepski’s Classes: 

 

Grade 5 Social Studies 

Why did different people come to the 

English colonies and where did they 

settle?   

 

This is just one of the many questions 

we will be researching as we enter Unit 

3- The Thirteen Colonies.  We are 

looking forward to learning new 

information and participating in new 

projects. 

Grades 7 & 8 Language Arts 

Students are off to a great start with their 

research projects.  They have chosen 

among many various topics such as 

environmental, historical and 

technology-based. 

 

Grade 7 Reading 

We are currently reading White Fang, as 

written by classic American author Jack 

London.  We will be completing projects 

as we read this great story.  One of the 

projects will be a written, as well as oral, 

book report.  

 

Grade 8 Reading 

The eighth grade is currently reading 

Flowers for Algernon, by Daniel Keyes.  

Unlike most books, Flowers for 

Algernon is written as a journal from the 

main character’s point of view.  The 

students will be entering information 

about the story on an online blog; this 

ties into our current technology 

endeavors.  Stay tuned! 

 

From Mrs. Mandatta 

The students have been working hard at 

applying the F.I.T.T. Principles in all the 

activities during Physical Education 

class. The middle school students have 

been using Plyometrics to improve their 

muscle conditioning and they are having 

fun playing Basketball. 

The younger students have been learning 

about different Locomotor skills and 

why they are important.  They are also 

working on improving their throwing 

with accuracy and receiving with two 

hands. 

Please check out the bulletin board in the 

gym to see our P.E. Students of the 

Month honorees. Congratulations to all. 

I would also like to thank all the 

volunteers who made the Breakfast with 

Santa a huge success. The PTO members 

helped with shopping for the food and 

got up early to start making the 

pancakes, waffles, sausage, and bacon.  

The kids had a lot of fun making crafts, 

visiting with Santa, and hanging with 

their friends and family. 

The Student Council and Yearbook 

students did a fantastic job at being food 

servers and helpers at the craft tables.  



 

Milford Express – January 31, 2012 
mculley@milfordpublicschool.com 

Go Mustangs!!!  
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Dates to Note: 

Jan. 31 Report Card Day 

Feb. 7 PTO Bowling Night 

Feb. 8 Acceptance Day 

           Board of Ed. Mtg. 7:00 

Feb. 10 Slipper Day 

             Student Council Valentine 

              Dance 

Feb. 14 Wear Red Day 

              Valentine’s Day 

Feb. 16 Patriotic Day 

Feb. 17-20 President’s Weekend 

Feb. 21 Kindergarten Roundup 

Feb. 24 Jump Rope for Heart 

 

Dear Parents: 

Here is what has been going on at 

Milford School: 

 

Information from the Board 

Dear Milford Parents: 

 

I wanted to call to your attention to 

recent legislative action, specifically Bill 

#A-4394/S-3148, signed into law on 

January 17, 2012 by Governor Chris 

Christie that will have an impact on the 

Budget and Election process for School 

Boards.  This bill establishes procedures 

for moving the date of a school district's 

annual school election to the day of the 

general election in November.  This 

move has been desired for years by 

many who claim that election turnout is 

low in April.  Furthermore, the cost of 

running the election has had to be borne 

by the schools - it will now be shared 

with the Municipality, State and Local 

Government entities.  The law also 

mandates that if a district moves its 

annual school election to November, it 

does not require voter approval for a 

base budget, but any proposal to exceed 

the 2 percent tax levy cap would be 

presented for voter approval in 

November.  District board members 

elected in November would take office 

at the beginning of January, instead of 

April as they do today.  Moving the 

election to November requires adoption 

of a resolution by the board of education.  

 

As was advertised, there was a special 

election on Monday, January 30, 2012 

for the Board to vote on this resolution, 

which was unanimously approved.  

 

Other practices remain the same, 

specifically preparation of the annual 

budget with parental and community 

input, a public meeting to share the 

budget and information on the budget 

being made available on the school's 

website and in the public library. 



Source: 

 http://www.state.nj.us/governor/news/ne

ws/552012/approved/20120117f.html 

 

Student of the Week 

Abby Schaefer is our student of the 

week. She was nominated by Mrs. 

Andresen because she is an outstanding 

student who is very enthusiastic about 

school and is extremely motivated to 

always do her best. Abby applies what 

she learns and works hard to improve 

her skills. She is helpful and kind to 

everyone and has a great sense of humor. 

Congratulations, Abby! 

 

Tuition Students 

Please read the attached notice about the 

reduced cost of tuition to attend Milford 

School.. If you are interested in 

attending Milford School for 2012-2013, 

please let me know at 995-4349. 

 

Kindergarten Roundup 

If you have a child who will be five 

before October 1, 2012, he/she is eligible 

for kindergarten. You and your child are 

invited to our kindergarten roundup on 

Tuesday, Feb. 21 at 1:00 in the gym. 

Mrs. Warner will give a presentation 

about her 

kindergarten 

program for 

the parents 

and students 

will gather to 

meet other 

future 

kindergarteners.  

 

Extended Child Care Available 

Milford School will offer child care from 

7AM until 6PM beginning Tuesday, 

Feb. 21. If you are interested in having 

your child attend, please fill out the 

attached form and return it to me as soon 

as possible. The cost has not been voted 

on by the board, but will be in alignment 

with the current cost of childcare.  

 

CCD at Milford School 

Milford School is the site for the St. 

Edward’s CCD program. Every Monday 

and Wednesday afternoons, students and 

teachers use our classrooms for their 

religious education. Since St. Edward’s 

Parish Center is used as our emergency 

school location, we are pleased to offer 

this community service to St. Edwards 

Parish.   

 

After School Tutoring 

Since Milford School is receiving Title I 

funding, we are able to offer after school 

tutoring to students who are identified to 

need additional academic support. Mrs. 

Seow and Mr. St. Laurent are teaching 

this program.  

 

Spelling Bee 

The results of the 2011-

2012 spelling bee are: 

1
st
  Liam 

McCracken 

2
nd

  Robert Polansky     

3
rd

 Jared Pershyn  

Alternate: Ethan Coss 

 

About 25 students in Grades 5-8 

participated in the spelling bee. 

Congratulations to all of the participants 

and to our winners! Liam will participate 

in the Express Times spelling bee. 

 

Kicking Off 2012 in Miss Carro’s 

Classes! 

 

Sixth Grade Reading, Language Arts, 

Math & Social Studies 

In sixth grade language arts, the students 

have been doing an outstanding job 

compiling information for their research 



reports. They have been diligent 

throughout every step of the research 

process so far: finding text and internet 

sources, taking notes, and creating 

outlines. Next, they will compose their 

rough drafts, peer edit, and finally, 

publish their final copies of their reports. 

They will also compile a formal 

bibliography to cite their sources. Lastly, 

the students will create PowerPoint 

presentations to give their classmates an 

overview of their research.  

 

Some of the interesting topics being 

explored are Tokay geckos, Walt 

Disney, asthma, the constellation Leo, 

the Great Wall of China, and much 

more! This will be a great 

accomplishment for the sixth graders, 

and they are already excelling. Way to 

go!  

  

In reading class, the students are doing a 

nonfiction study. They just finished 

reading about the life of Helen Keller. 

They read an excerpt of her 

autobiography as well as a short 

biography on her life and compared the 

information that was presented.  

 Next, the students will read about 

how the great pyramids of ancient Egypt 

were constructed, in alignment with our 

upcoming study of Egypt in social 

studies! 

  

In social studies, the students have been 

studying Mesopotamian river valley 

civilizations. They are learning about the 

farming techniques and various 

innovations of these peoples. Did you 

know that the Sumerians were the first to 

develop a written language comprised of 

pictorial symbols known as cuneiform? 

They also created the calendar, sailboat, 

and potter’s wheel! 

  

In addition, we look forward to 

exploring the mysteries of ancient Egypt 

in the near future. 

In the world of math, the students are 

continuing to pursue their study of 

fractions. They just finished mastering 

how to estimate, add, and subtract 

fractions and mixed numbers. Next, they 

will delve into multiplying and dividing 

fractions and mixed numbers.  

  

What has made math so exciting lately is 

the incorporation of our interactive 

textbook. We now have the ability to 

display textbook pages on the Epson 

projector, use interactive tools, and even 

watch video clips associated with each 

lesson! The students are highly engaged 

and are advancing in their learning with 

this new feature. 

 

Fifth Grade Reading & Language 

Arts 
The fifth graders have been dedicated to 

informative writing. They recently 

finished writing paragraphs regarding a 

famous explorer or an aspect of the 

United States government. They read 

their books, took notes, made miniature 

outlines, wrote rough drafts, peer edited 

each other’s work, and published their 

paragraphs on the computer. With the 

task of writing an informative paragraph 

successfully completed, the students are 

now ready to begin writing a short 

research report! They are thrilled to 

search for sources and embark on this 

writing journey.  

 

In reading class, the students have begun 

a new novel: The Orphan of Ellis Island 

by Elvira Woodruff. It is a wonderful 

sci-fi/fantasy story of a young boy who 

travels back in time to Italy in the year 

1908. The students will continue to use 

various reading comprehension 



strategies while exploring the novel: 

summarization, questioning, prediction, 

visualization, making connections, and 

inferencing. They have already written 

some fantastic responses to the novel in 

their reading journals and have shared 

them with their peers! 

 

Reading Olympics 

This year, a team of fifth and sixth 

graders from Milford School are 

participating in the county wide Reading 

Olympics program. Within this program, 

the students are challenged to read 35 

preselected books by mid-April. A 

competition will then be held at Holland 

School where various teams will be 

asked questions regarding the books. 

The Milford team is both excited and 

motivated for this challenge! They have 

been reading up a storm and will meet 

periodically to discuss the literature. 

 

News from Mrs. Zdepski’s Classes: 

 

Grade 5 Social Studies 

Why did different people come to the 

English colonies and where did they 

settle?   

 

This is just one of the many questions 

we will be researching as we enter Unit 

3- The Thirteen Colonies.  We are 

looking forward to learning new 

information and participating in new 

projects. 

Grades 7 & 8 Language Arts 

Students are off to a great start with their 

research projects.  They have chosen 

among many various topics such as 

environmental, historical and 

technology-based. 

 

Grade 7 Reading 

We are currently reading White Fang, as 

written by classic American author Jack 

London.  We will be completing projects 

as we read this great story.  One of the 

projects will be a written, as well as oral, 

book report.  

 

Grade 8 Reading 

The eighth grade is currently reading 

Flowers for Algernon, by Daniel Keyes.  

Unlike most books, Flowers for 

Algernon is written as a journal from the 

main character’s point of view.  The 

students will be entering information 

about the story on an online blog; this 

ties into our current technology 

endeavors.  Stay tuned! 

 

From Mrs. Mandatta 

The students have been working hard at 

applying the F.I.T.T. Principles in all the 

activities during Physical Education 

class. The middle school students have 

been using Plyometrics to improve their 

muscle conditioning and they are having 

fun playing Basketball. 

The younger students have been learning 

about different Locomotor skills and 

why they are important.  They are also 

working on improving their throwing 

with accuracy and receiving with two 

hands. 

Please check out the bulletin board in the 

gym to see our P.E. Students of the 

Month honorees. Congratulations to all. 

I would also like to thank all the 

volunteers who made the Breakfast with 

Santa a huge success. The PTO members 

helped with shopping for the food and 

got up early to start making the 

pancakes, waffles, sausage, and bacon.  

The kids had a lot of fun making crafts, 

visiting with Santa, and hanging with 

their friends and family. 

The Student Council and Yearbook 

students did a fantastic job at being food 

servers and helpers at the craft tables.  
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Feb. 14 Wear Red Day 
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Dear Parents: 

Here is what has been going on at 

Milford School: 

 

Information from the Board 

Dear Milford Parents: 

 

I wanted to call to your attention to 

recent legislative action, specifically Bill 

#A-4394/S-3148, signed into law on 

January 17, 2012 by Governor Chris 

Christie that will have an impact on the 

Budget and Election process for School 

Boards.  This bill establishes procedures 

for moving the date of a school district's 

annual school election to the day of the 

general election in November.  This 

move has been desired for years by 

many who claim that election turnout is 

low in April.  Furthermore, the cost of 

running the election has had to be borne 

by the schools - it will now be shared 

with the Municipality, State and Local 

Government entities.  The law also 

mandates that if a district moves its 

annual school election to November, it 

does not require voter approval for a 

base budget, but any proposal to exceed 

the 2 percent tax levy cap would be 

presented for voter approval in 

November.  District board members 

elected in November would take office 

at the beginning of January, instead of 

April as they do today.  Moving the 

election to November requires adoption 

of a resolution by the board of education.  

 

As was advertised, there was a special 

election on Monday, January 30, 2012 

for the Board to vote on this resolution, 

which was unanimously approved.  

 

Other practices remain the same, 

specifically preparation of the annual 

budget with parental and community 

input, a public meeting to share the 

budget and information on the budget 

being made available on the school's 

website and in the public library. 



Source: 

 http://www.state.nj.us/governor/news/ne

ws/552012/approved/20120117f.html 

 

Student of the Week 

Abby Schaefer is our student of the 

week. She was nominated by Mrs. 

Andresen because she is an outstanding 

student who is very enthusiastic about 

school and is extremely motivated to 

always do her best. Abby applies what 

she learns and works hard to improve 

her skills. She is helpful and kind to 

everyone and has a great sense of humor. 

Congratulations, Abby! 

 

Tuition Students 

Please read the attached notice about the 

reduced cost of tuition to attend Milford 

School.. If you are interested in 

attending Milford School for 2012-2013, 

please let me know at 995-4349. 

 

Kindergarten Roundup 

If you have a child who will be five 

before October 1, 2012, he/she is eligible 

for kindergarten. You and your child are 

invited to our kindergarten roundup on 

Tuesday, Feb. 21 at 1:00 in the gym. 

Mrs. Warner will give a presentation 

about her 

kindergarten 

program for 

the parents 

and students 

will gather to 

meet other 

future 

kindergarteners.  

 

Extended Child Care Available 

Milford School will offer child care from 

7AM until 6PM beginning Tuesday, 

Feb. 21. If you are interested in having 

your child attend, please fill out the 

attached form and return it to me as soon 

as possible. The cost has not been voted 

on by the board, but will be in alignment 

with the current cost of childcare.  

 

CCD at Milford School 

Milford School is the site for the St. 

Edward’s CCD program. Every Monday 

and Wednesday afternoons, students and 

teachers use our classrooms for their 

religious education. Since St. Edward’s 

Parish Center is used as our emergency 

school location, we are pleased to offer 

this community service to St. Edwards 

Parish.   

 

After School Tutoring 

Since Milford School is receiving Title I 

funding, we are able to offer after school 

tutoring to students who are identified to 

need additional academic support. Mrs. 

Seow and Mr. St. Laurent are teaching 

this program.  

 

Spelling Bee 

The results of the 2011-

2012 spelling bee are: 

1
st
  Liam 

McCracken 

2
nd

  Robert Polansky     

3
rd

 Jared Pershyn  

Alternate: Ethan Coss 

 

About 25 students in Grades 5-8 

participated in the spelling bee. 

Congratulations to all of the participants 

and to our winners! Liam will participate 

in the Express Times spelling bee. 

 

Kicking Off 2012 in Miss Carro’s 

Classes! 

 

Sixth Grade Reading, Language Arts, 

Math & Social Studies 

In sixth grade language arts, the students 

have been doing an outstanding job 

compiling information for their research 



reports. They have been diligent 

throughout every step of the research 

process so far: finding text and internet 

sources, taking notes, and creating 

outlines. Next, they will compose their 

rough drafts, peer edit, and finally, 

publish their final copies of their reports. 

They will also compile a formal 

bibliography to cite their sources. Lastly, 

the students will create PowerPoint 

presentations to give their classmates an 

overview of their research.  

 

Some of the interesting topics being 

explored are Tokay geckos, Walt 

Disney, asthma, the constellation Leo, 

the Great Wall of China, and much 

more! This will be a great 

accomplishment for the sixth graders, 

and they are already excelling. Way to 

go!  

  

In reading class, the students are doing a 

nonfiction study. They just finished 

reading about the life of Helen Keller. 

They read an excerpt of her 

autobiography as well as a short 

biography on her life and compared the 

information that was presented.  

 Next, the students will read about 

how the great pyramids of ancient Egypt 

were constructed, in alignment with our 

upcoming study of Egypt in social 

studies! 

  

In social studies, the students have been 

studying Mesopotamian river valley 

civilizations. They are learning about the 

farming techniques and various 

innovations of these peoples. Did you 

know that the Sumerians were the first to 

develop a written language comprised of 

pictorial symbols known as cuneiform? 

They also created the calendar, sailboat, 

and potter’s wheel! 

  

In addition, we look forward to 

exploring the mysteries of ancient Egypt 

in the near future. 

In the world of math, the students are 

continuing to pursue their study of 

fractions. They just finished mastering 

how to estimate, add, and subtract 

fractions and mixed numbers. Next, they 

will delve into multiplying and dividing 

fractions and mixed numbers.  

  

What has made math so exciting lately is 

the incorporation of our interactive 

textbook. We now have the ability to 

display textbook pages on the Epson 

projector, use interactive tools, and even 

watch video clips associated with each 

lesson! The students are highly engaged 

and are advancing in their learning with 

this new feature. 

 

Fifth Grade Reading & Language 

Arts 
The fifth graders have been dedicated to 

informative writing. They recently 

finished writing paragraphs regarding a 

famous explorer or an aspect of the 

United States government. They read 

their books, took notes, made miniature 

outlines, wrote rough drafts, peer edited 

each other’s work, and published their 

paragraphs on the computer. With the 

task of writing an informative paragraph 

successfully completed, the students are 

now ready to begin writing a short 

research report! They are thrilled to 

search for sources and embark on this 

writing journey.  

 

In reading class, the students have begun 

a new novel: The Orphan of Ellis Island 

by Elvira Woodruff. It is a wonderful 

sci-fi/fantasy story of a young boy who 

travels back in time to Italy in the year 

1908. The students will continue to use 

various reading comprehension 



strategies while exploring the novel: 

summarization, questioning, prediction, 

visualization, making connections, and 

inferencing. They have already written 

some fantastic responses to the novel in 

their reading journals and have shared 

them with their peers! 

 

Reading Olympics 

This year, a team of fifth and sixth 

graders from Milford School are 

participating in the county wide Reading 

Olympics program. Within this program, 

the students are challenged to read 35 

preselected books by mid-April. A 

competition will then be held at Holland 

School where various teams will be 

asked questions regarding the books. 

The Milford team is both excited and 

motivated for this challenge! They have 

been reading up a storm and will meet 

periodically to discuss the literature. 

 

News from Mrs. Zdepski’s Classes: 

 

Grade 5 Social Studies 

Why did different people come to the 

English colonies and where did they 

settle?   

 

This is just one of the many questions 

we will be researching as we enter Unit 

3- The Thirteen Colonies.  We are 

looking forward to learning new 

information and participating in new 

projects. 

Grades 7 & 8 Language Arts 

Students are off to a great start with their 

research projects.  They have chosen 

among many various topics such as 

environmental, historical and 

technology-based. 

 

Grade 7 Reading 

We are currently reading White Fang, as 

written by classic American author Jack 

London.  We will be completing projects 

as we read this great story.  One of the 

projects will be a written, as well as oral, 

book report.  

 

Grade 8 Reading 

The eighth grade is currently reading 

Flowers for Algernon, by Daniel Keyes.  

Unlike most books, Flowers for 

Algernon is written as a journal from the 

main character’s point of view.  The 

students will be entering information 

about the story on an online blog; this 

ties into our current technology 

endeavors.  Stay tuned! 

 

From Mrs. Mandatta 

The students have been working hard at 

applying the F.I.T.T. Principles in all the 

activities during Physical Education 

class. The middle school students have 

been using Plyometrics to improve their 

muscle conditioning and they are having 

fun playing Basketball. 

The younger students have been learning 

about different Locomotor skills and 

why they are important.  They are also 

working on improving their throwing 

with accuracy and receiving with two 

hands. 

Please check out the bulletin board in the 

gym to see our P.E. Students of the 

Month honorees. Congratulations to all. 

I would also like to thank all the 

volunteers who made the Breakfast with 

Santa a huge success. The PTO members 

helped with shopping for the food and 

got up early to start making the 

pancakes, waffles, sausage, and bacon.  

The kids had a lot of fun making crafts, 

visiting with Santa, and hanging with 

their friends and family. 

The Student Council and Yearbook 

students did a fantastic job at being food 

servers and helpers at the craft tables.  
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Dear Parents: 

Here is what has been going on at 

Milford School: 

 

Information from the Board 

Dear Milford Parents: 

 

I wanted to call to your attention to 

recent legislative action, specifically Bill 

#A-4394/S-3148, signed into law on 

January 17, 2012 by Governor Chris 

Christie that will have an impact on the 

Budget and Election process for School 

Boards.  This bill establishes procedures 

for moving the date of a school district's 

annual school election to the day of the 

general election in November.  This 

move has been desired for years by 

many who claim that election turnout is 

low in April.  Furthermore, the cost of 

running the election has had to be borne 

by the schools - it will now be shared 

with the Municipality, State and Local 

Government entities.  The law also 

mandates that if a district moves its 

annual school election to November, it 

does not require voter approval for a 

base budget, but any proposal to exceed 

the 2 percent tax levy cap would be 

presented for voter approval in 

November.  District board members 

elected in November would take office 

at the beginning of January, instead of 

April as they do today.  Moving the 

election to November requires adoption 

of a resolution by the board of education.  

 

As was advertised, there was a special 

election on Monday, January 30, 2012 

for the Board to vote on this resolution, 

which was unanimously approved.  

 

Other practices remain the same, 

specifically preparation of the annual 

budget with parental and community 

input, a public meeting to share the 

budget and information on the budget 

being made available on the school's 

website and in the public library. 



Source: 

 http://www.state.nj.us/governor/news/ne

ws/552012/approved/20120117f.html 

 

Student of the Week 

Abby Schaefer is our student of the 

week. She was nominated by Mrs. 

Andresen because she is an outstanding 

student who is very enthusiastic about 

school and is extremely motivated to 

always do her best. Abby applies what 

she learns and works hard to improve 

her skills. She is helpful and kind to 

everyone and has a great sense of humor. 

Congratulations, Abby! 

 

Tuition Students 

Please read the attached notice about the 

reduced cost of tuition to attend Milford 

School.. If you are interested in 

attending Milford School for 2012-2013, 

please let me know at 995-4349. 

 

Kindergarten Roundup 

If you have a child who will be five 

before October 1, 2012, he/she is eligible 

for kindergarten. You and your child are 

invited to our kindergarten roundup on 

Tuesday, Feb. 21 at 1:00 in the gym. 

Mrs. Warner will give a presentation 

about her 

kindergarten 

program for 

the parents 

and students 

will gather to 

meet other 

future 

kindergarteners.  

 

Extended Child Care Available 

Milford School will offer child care from 

7AM until 6PM beginning Tuesday, 

Feb. 21. If you are interested in having 

your child attend, please fill out the 

attached form and return it to me as soon 

as possible. The cost has not been voted 

on by the board, but will be in alignment 

with the current cost of childcare.  

 

CCD at Milford School 

Milford School is the site for the St. 

Edward’s CCD program. Every Monday 

and Wednesday afternoons, students and 

teachers use our classrooms for their 

religious education. Since St. Edward’s 

Parish Center is used as our emergency 

school location, we are pleased to offer 

this community service to St. Edwards 

Parish.   

 

After School Tutoring 

Since Milford School is receiving Title I 

funding, we are able to offer after school 

tutoring to students who are identified to 

need additional academic support. Mrs. 

Seow and Mr. St. Laurent are teaching 

this program.  

 

Spelling Bee 

The results of the 2011-

2012 spelling bee are: 

1
st
  Liam 

McCracken 

2
nd

  Robert Polansky     

3
rd

 Jared Pershyn  

Alternate: Ethan Coss 

 

About 25 students in Grades 5-8 

participated in the spelling bee. 

Congratulations to all of the participants 

and to our winners! Liam will participate 

in the Express Times spelling bee. 

 

Kicking Off 2012 in Miss Carro’s 

Classes! 

 

Sixth Grade Reading, Language Arts, 

Math & Social Studies 

In sixth grade language arts, the students 

have been doing an outstanding job 

compiling information for their research 



reports. They have been diligent 

throughout every step of the research 

process so far: finding text and internet 

sources, taking notes, and creating 

outlines. Next, they will compose their 

rough drafts, peer edit, and finally, 

publish their final copies of their reports. 

They will also compile a formal 

bibliography to cite their sources. Lastly, 

the students will create PowerPoint 

presentations to give their classmates an 

overview of their research.  

 

Some of the interesting topics being 

explored are Tokay geckos, Walt 

Disney, asthma, the constellation Leo, 

the Great Wall of China, and much 

more! This will be a great 

accomplishment for the sixth graders, 

and they are already excelling. Way to 

go!  

  

In reading class, the students are doing a 

nonfiction study. They just finished 

reading about the life of Helen Keller. 

They read an excerpt of her 

autobiography as well as a short 

biography on her life and compared the 

information that was presented.  

 Next, the students will read about 

how the great pyramids of ancient Egypt 

were constructed, in alignment with our 

upcoming study of Egypt in social 

studies! 

  

In social studies, the students have been 

studying Mesopotamian river valley 

civilizations. They are learning about the 

farming techniques and various 

innovations of these peoples. Did you 

know that the Sumerians were the first to 

develop a written language comprised of 

pictorial symbols known as cuneiform? 

They also created the calendar, sailboat, 

and potter’s wheel! 

  

In addition, we look forward to 

exploring the mysteries of ancient Egypt 

in the near future. 

In the world of math, the students are 

continuing to pursue their study of 

fractions. They just finished mastering 

how to estimate, add, and subtract 

fractions and mixed numbers. Next, they 

will delve into multiplying and dividing 

fractions and mixed numbers.  

  

What has made math so exciting lately is 

the incorporation of our interactive 

textbook. We now have the ability to 

display textbook pages on the Epson 

projector, use interactive tools, and even 

watch video clips associated with each 

lesson! The students are highly engaged 

and are advancing in their learning with 

this new feature. 

 

Fifth Grade Reading & Language 

Arts 
The fifth graders have been dedicated to 

informative writing. They recently 

finished writing paragraphs regarding a 

famous explorer or an aspect of the 

United States government. They read 

their books, took notes, made miniature 

outlines, wrote rough drafts, peer edited 

each other’s work, and published their 

paragraphs on the computer. With the 

task of writing an informative paragraph 

successfully completed, the students are 

now ready to begin writing a short 

research report! They are thrilled to 

search for sources and embark on this 

writing journey.  

 

In reading class, the students have begun 

a new novel: The Orphan of Ellis Island 

by Elvira Woodruff. It is a wonderful 

sci-fi/fantasy story of a young boy who 

travels back in time to Italy in the year 

1908. The students will continue to use 

various reading comprehension 



strategies while exploring the novel: 

summarization, questioning, prediction, 

visualization, making connections, and 

inferencing. They have already written 

some fantastic responses to the novel in 

their reading journals and have shared 

them with their peers! 

 

Reading Olympics 

This year, a team of fifth and sixth 

graders from Milford School are 

participating in the county wide Reading 

Olympics program. Within this program, 

the students are challenged to read 35 

preselected books by mid-April. A 

competition will then be held at Holland 

School where various teams will be 

asked questions regarding the books. 

The Milford team is both excited and 

motivated for this challenge! They have 

been reading up a storm and will meet 

periodically to discuss the literature. 

 

News from Mrs. Zdepski’s Classes: 

 

Grade 5 Social Studies 

Why did different people come to the 

English colonies and where did they 

settle?   

 

This is just one of the many questions 

we will be researching as we enter Unit 

3- The Thirteen Colonies.  We are 

looking forward to learning new 

information and participating in new 

projects. 

Grades 7 & 8 Language Arts 

Students are off to a great start with their 

research projects.  They have chosen 

among many various topics such as 

environmental, historical and 

technology-based. 

 

Grade 7 Reading 

We are currently reading White Fang, as 

written by classic American author Jack 

London.  We will be completing projects 

as we read this great story.  One of the 

projects will be a written, as well as oral, 

book report.  

 

Grade 8 Reading 

The eighth grade is currently reading 

Flowers for Algernon, by Daniel Keyes.  

Unlike most books, Flowers for 

Algernon is written as a journal from the 

main character’s point of view.  The 

students will be entering information 

about the story on an online blog; this 

ties into our current technology 

endeavors.  Stay tuned! 

 

From Mrs. Mandatta 

The students have been working hard at 

applying the F.I.T.T. Principles in all the 

activities during Physical Education 

class. The middle school students have 

been using Plyometrics to improve their 

muscle conditioning and they are having 

fun playing Basketball. 

The younger students have been learning 

about different Locomotor skills and 

why they are important.  They are also 

working on improving their throwing 

with accuracy and receiving with two 

hands. 

Please check out the bulletin board in the 

gym to see our P.E. Students of the 

Month honorees. Congratulations to all. 

I would also like to thank all the 

volunteers who made the Breakfast with 

Santa a huge success. The PTO members 

helped with shopping for the food and 

got up early to start making the 

pancakes, waffles, sausage, and bacon.  

The kids had a lot of fun making crafts, 

visiting with Santa, and hanging with 

their friends and family. 

The Student Council and Yearbook 

students did a fantastic job at being food 

servers and helpers at the craft tables.  



 

Milford Express – January 31, 2012 
mculley@milfordpublicschool.com 

Go Mustangs!!!  
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Dates to Note: 

Jan. 31 Report Card Day 

Feb. 7 PTO Bowling Night 

Feb. 8 Acceptance Day 

           Board of Ed. Mtg. 7:00 

Feb. 10 Slipper Day 

             Student Council Valentine 

              Dance 

Feb. 14 Wear Red Day 

              Valentine’s Day 

Feb. 16 Patriotic Day 

Feb. 17-20 President’s Weekend 

Feb. 21 Kindergarten Roundup 

Feb. 24 Jump Rope for Heart 

 

Dear Parents: 

Here is what has been going on at 

Milford School: 

 

Information from the Board 

Dear Milford Parents: 

 

I wanted to call to your attention to 

recent legislative action, specifically Bill 

#A-4394/S-3148, signed into law on 

January 17, 2012 by Governor Chris 

Christie that will have an impact on the 

Budget and Election process for School 

Boards.  This bill establishes procedures 

for moving the date of a school district's 

annual school election to the day of the 

general election in November.  This 

move has been desired for years by 

many who claim that election turnout is 

low in April.  Furthermore, the cost of 

running the election has had to be borne 

by the schools - it will now be shared 

with the Municipality, State and Local 

Government entities.  The law also 

mandates that if a district moves its 

annual school election to November, it 

does not require voter approval for a 

base budget, but any proposal to exceed 

the 2 percent tax levy cap would be 

presented for voter approval in 

November.  District board members 

elected in November would take office 

at the beginning of January, instead of 

April as they do today.  Moving the 

election to November requires adoption 

of a resolution by the board of education.  

 

As was advertised, there was a special 

election on Monday, January 30, 2012 

for the Board to vote on this resolution, 

which was unanimously approved.  

 

Other practices remain the same, 

specifically preparation of the annual 

budget with parental and community 

input, a public meeting to share the 

budget and information on the budget 

being made available on the school's 

website and in the public library. 



Source: 

 http://www.state.nj.us/governor/news/ne

ws/552012/approved/20120117f.html 

 

Student of the Week 

Abby Schaefer is our student of the 

week. She was nominated by Mrs. 

Andresen because she is an outstanding 

student who is very enthusiastic about 

school and is extremely motivated to 

always do her best. Abby applies what 

she learns and works hard to improve 

her skills. She is helpful and kind to 

everyone and has a great sense of humor. 

Congratulations, Abby! 

 

Tuition Students 

Please read the attached notice about the 

reduced cost of tuition to attend Milford 

School.. If you are interested in 

attending Milford School for 2012-2013, 

please let me know at 995-4349. 

 

Kindergarten Roundup 

If you have a child who will be five 

before October 1, 2012, he/she is eligible 

for kindergarten. You and your child are 

invited to our kindergarten roundup on 

Tuesday, Feb. 21 at 1:00 in the gym. 

Mrs. Warner will give a presentation 

about her 

kindergarten 

program for 

the parents 

and students 

will gather to 

meet other 

future 

kindergarteners.  

 

Extended Child Care Available 

Milford School will offer child care from 

7AM until 6PM beginning Tuesday, 

Feb. 21. If you are interested in having 

your child attend, please fill out the 

attached form and return it to me as soon 

as possible. The cost has not been voted 

on by the board, but will be in alignment 

with the current cost of childcare.  

 

CCD at Milford School 

Milford School is the site for the St. 

Edward’s CCD program. Every Monday 

and Wednesday afternoons, students and 

teachers use our classrooms for their 

religious education. Since St. Edward’s 

Parish Center is used as our emergency 

school location, we are pleased to offer 

this community service to St. Edwards 

Parish.   

 

After School Tutoring 

Since Milford School is receiving Title I 

funding, we are able to offer after school 

tutoring to students who are identified to 

need additional academic support. Mrs. 

Seow and Mr. St. Laurent are teaching 

this program.  

 

Spelling Bee 

The results of the 2011-

2012 spelling bee are: 

1
st
  Liam 

McCracken 

2
nd

  Robert Polansky     

3
rd

 Jared Pershyn  

Alternate: Ethan Coss 

 

About 25 students in Grades 5-8 

participated in the spelling bee. 

Congratulations to all of the participants 

and to our winners! Liam will participate 

in the Express Times spelling bee. 

 

Kicking Off 2012 in Miss Carro’s 

Classes! 

 

Sixth Grade Reading, Language Arts, 

Math & Social Studies 

In sixth grade language arts, the students 

have been doing an outstanding job 

compiling information for their research 



reports. They have been diligent 

throughout every step of the research 

process so far: finding text and internet 

sources, taking notes, and creating 

outlines. Next, they will compose their 

rough drafts, peer edit, and finally, 

publish their final copies of their reports. 

They will also compile a formal 

bibliography to cite their sources. Lastly, 

the students will create PowerPoint 

presentations to give their classmates an 

overview of their research.  

 

Some of the interesting topics being 

explored are Tokay geckos, Walt 

Disney, asthma, the constellation Leo, 

the Great Wall of China, and much 

more! This will be a great 

accomplishment for the sixth graders, 

and they are already excelling. Way to 

go!  

  

In reading class, the students are doing a 

nonfiction study. They just finished 

reading about the life of Helen Keller. 

They read an excerpt of her 

autobiography as well as a short 

biography on her life and compared the 

information that was presented.  

 Next, the students will read about 

how the great pyramids of ancient Egypt 

were constructed, in alignment with our 

upcoming study of Egypt in social 

studies! 

  

In social studies, the students have been 

studying Mesopotamian river valley 

civilizations. They are learning about the 

farming techniques and various 

innovations of these peoples. Did you 

know that the Sumerians were the first to 

develop a written language comprised of 

pictorial symbols known as cuneiform? 

They also created the calendar, sailboat, 

and potter’s wheel! 

  

In addition, we look forward to 

exploring the mysteries of ancient Egypt 

in the near future. 

In the world of math, the students are 

continuing to pursue their study of 

fractions. They just finished mastering 

how to estimate, add, and subtract 

fractions and mixed numbers. Next, they 

will delve into multiplying and dividing 

fractions and mixed numbers.  

  

What has made math so exciting lately is 

the incorporation of our interactive 

textbook. We now have the ability to 

display textbook pages on the Epson 

projector, use interactive tools, and even 

watch video clips associated with each 

lesson! The students are highly engaged 

and are advancing in their learning with 

this new feature. 

 

Fifth Grade Reading & Language 

Arts 
The fifth graders have been dedicated to 

informative writing. They recently 

finished writing paragraphs regarding a 

famous explorer or an aspect of the 

United States government. They read 

their books, took notes, made miniature 

outlines, wrote rough drafts, peer edited 

each other’s work, and published their 

paragraphs on the computer. With the 

task of writing an informative paragraph 

successfully completed, the students are 

now ready to begin writing a short 

research report! They are thrilled to 

search for sources and embark on this 

writing journey.  

 

In reading class, the students have begun 

a new novel: The Orphan of Ellis Island 

by Elvira Woodruff. It is a wonderful 

sci-fi/fantasy story of a young boy who 

travels back in time to Italy in the year 

1908. The students will continue to use 

various reading comprehension 



strategies while exploring the novel: 

summarization, questioning, prediction, 

visualization, making connections, and 

inferencing. They have already written 

some fantastic responses to the novel in 

their reading journals and have shared 

them with their peers! 

 

Reading Olympics 

This year, a team of fifth and sixth 

graders from Milford School are 

participating in the county wide Reading 

Olympics program. Within this program, 

the students are challenged to read 35 

preselected books by mid-April. A 

competition will then be held at Holland 

School where various teams will be 

asked questions regarding the books. 

The Milford team is both excited and 

motivated for this challenge! They have 

been reading up a storm and will meet 

periodically to discuss the literature. 

 

News from Mrs. Zdepski’s Classes: 

 

Grade 5 Social Studies 

Why did different people come to the 

English colonies and where did they 

settle?   

 

This is just one of the many questions 

we will be researching as we enter Unit 

3- The Thirteen Colonies.  We are 

looking forward to learning new 

information and participating in new 

projects. 

Grades 7 & 8 Language Arts 

Students are off to a great start with their 

research projects.  They have chosen 

among many various topics such as 

environmental, historical and 

technology-based. 

 

Grade 7 Reading 

We are currently reading White Fang, as 

written by classic American author Jack 

London.  We will be completing projects 

as we read this great story.  One of the 

projects will be a written, as well as oral, 

book report.  

 

Grade 8 Reading 

The eighth grade is currently reading 

Flowers for Algernon, by Daniel Keyes.  

Unlike most books, Flowers for 

Algernon is written as a journal from the 

main character’s point of view.  The 

students will be entering information 

about the story on an online blog; this 

ties into our current technology 

endeavors.  Stay tuned! 

 

From Mrs. Mandatta 

The students have been working hard at 

applying the F.I.T.T. Principles in all the 

activities during Physical Education 

class. The middle school students have 

been using Plyometrics to improve their 

muscle conditioning and they are having 

fun playing Basketball. 

The younger students have been learning 

about different Locomotor skills and 

why they are important.  They are also 

working on improving their throwing 

with accuracy and receiving with two 

hands. 

Please check out the bulletin board in the 

gym to see our P.E. Students of the 

Month honorees. Congratulations to all. 

I would also like to thank all the 

volunteers who made the Breakfast with 

Santa a huge success. The PTO members 

helped with shopping for the food and 

got up early to start making the 

pancakes, waffles, sausage, and bacon.  

The kids had a lot of fun making crafts, 

visiting with Santa, and hanging with 

their friends and family. 

The Student Council and Yearbook 

students did a fantastic job at being food 

servers and helpers at the craft tables.  
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Dear Parents: 

Here is what has been going on at 

Milford School: 

 

Information from the Board 

Dear Milford Parents: 

 

I wanted to call to your attention to 

recent legislative action, specifically Bill 

#A-4394/S-3148, signed into law on 

January 17, 2012 by Governor Chris 

Christie that will have an impact on the 

Budget and Election process for School 

Boards.  This bill establishes procedures 

for moving the date of a school district's 

annual school election to the day of the 

general election in November.  This 

move has been desired for years by 

many who claim that election turnout is 

low in April.  Furthermore, the cost of 

running the election has had to be borne 

by the schools - it will now be shared 

with the Municipality, State and Local 

Government entities.  The law also 

mandates that if a district moves its 

annual school election to November, it 

does not require voter approval for a 

base budget, but any proposal to exceed 

the 2 percent tax levy cap would be 

presented for voter approval in 

November.  District board members 

elected in November would take office 

at the beginning of January, instead of 

April as they do today.  Moving the 

election to November requires adoption 

of a resolution by the board of education.  

 

As was advertised, there was a special 

election on Monday, January 30, 2012 

for the Board to vote on this resolution, 

which was unanimously approved.  

 

Other practices remain the same, 

specifically preparation of the annual 

budget with parental and community 

input, a public meeting to share the 

budget and information on the budget 

being made available on the school's 

website and in the public library. 



Source: 

 http://www.state.nj.us/governor/news/ne

ws/552012/approved/20120117f.html 

 

Student of the Week 

Abby Schaefer is our student of the 

week. She was nominated by Mrs. 

Andresen because she is an outstanding 

student who is very enthusiastic about 

school and is extremely motivated to 

always do her best. Abby applies what 

she learns and works hard to improve 

her skills. She is helpful and kind to 

everyone and has a great sense of humor. 

Congratulations, Abby! 

 

Tuition Students 

Please read the attached notice about the 

reduced cost of tuition to attend Milford 

School.. If you are interested in 

attending Milford School for 2012-2013, 

please let me know at 995-4349. 

 

Kindergarten Roundup 

If you have a child who will be five 

before October 1, 2012, he/she is eligible 

for kindergarten. You and your child are 

invited to our kindergarten roundup on 

Tuesday, Feb. 21 at 1:00 in the gym. 

Mrs. Warner will give a presentation 

about her 

kindergarten 

program for 

the parents 

and students 

will gather to 

meet other 

future 

kindergarteners.  

 

Extended Child Care Available 

Milford School will offer child care from 

7AM until 6PM beginning Tuesday, 

Feb. 21. If you are interested in having 

your child attend, please fill out the 

attached form and return it to me as soon 

as possible. The cost has not been voted 

on by the board, but will be in alignment 

with the current cost of childcare.  

 

CCD at Milford School 

Milford School is the site for the St. 

Edward’s CCD program. Every Monday 

and Wednesday afternoons, students and 

teachers use our classrooms for their 

religious education. Since St. Edward’s 

Parish Center is used as our emergency 

school location, we are pleased to offer 

this community service to St. Edwards 

Parish.   

 

After School Tutoring 

Since Milford School is receiving Title I 

funding, we are able to offer after school 

tutoring to students who are identified to 

need additional academic support. Mrs. 

Seow and Mr. St. Laurent are teaching 

this program.  

 

Spelling Bee 

The results of the 2011-

2012 spelling bee are: 

1
st
  Liam 

McCracken 

2
nd

  Robert Polansky     

3
rd

 Jared Pershyn  

Alternate: Ethan Coss 

 

About 25 students in Grades 5-8 

participated in the spelling bee. 

Congratulations to all of the participants 

and to our winners! Liam will participate 

in the Express Times spelling bee. 

 

Kicking Off 2012 in Miss Carro’s 

Classes! 

 

Sixth Grade Reading, Language Arts, 

Math & Social Studies 

In sixth grade language arts, the students 

have been doing an outstanding job 

compiling information for their research 



reports. They have been diligent 

throughout every step of the research 

process so far: finding text and internet 

sources, taking notes, and creating 

outlines. Next, they will compose their 

rough drafts, peer edit, and finally, 

publish their final copies of their reports. 

They will also compile a formal 

bibliography to cite their sources. Lastly, 

the students will create PowerPoint 

presentations to give their classmates an 

overview of their research.  

 

Some of the interesting topics being 

explored are Tokay geckos, Walt 

Disney, asthma, the constellation Leo, 

the Great Wall of China, and much 

more! This will be a great 

accomplishment for the sixth graders, 

and they are already excelling. Way to 

go!  

  

In reading class, the students are doing a 

nonfiction study. They just finished 

reading about the life of Helen Keller. 

They read an excerpt of her 

autobiography as well as a short 

biography on her life and compared the 

information that was presented.  

 Next, the students will read about 

how the great pyramids of ancient Egypt 

were constructed, in alignment with our 

upcoming study of Egypt in social 

studies! 

  

In social studies, the students have been 

studying Mesopotamian river valley 

civilizations. They are learning about the 

farming techniques and various 

innovations of these peoples. Did you 

know that the Sumerians were the first to 

develop a written language comprised of 

pictorial symbols known as cuneiform? 

They also created the calendar, sailboat, 

and potter’s wheel! 

  

In addition, we look forward to 

exploring the mysteries of ancient Egypt 

in the near future. 

In the world of math, the students are 

continuing to pursue their study of 

fractions. They just finished mastering 

how to estimate, add, and subtract 

fractions and mixed numbers. Next, they 

will delve into multiplying and dividing 

fractions and mixed numbers.  

  

What has made math so exciting lately is 

the incorporation of our interactive 

textbook. We now have the ability to 

display textbook pages on the Epson 

projector, use interactive tools, and even 

watch video clips associated with each 

lesson! The students are highly engaged 

and are advancing in their learning with 

this new feature. 

 

Fifth Grade Reading & Language 

Arts 
The fifth graders have been dedicated to 

informative writing. They recently 

finished writing paragraphs regarding a 

famous explorer or an aspect of the 

United States government. They read 

their books, took notes, made miniature 

outlines, wrote rough drafts, peer edited 

each other’s work, and published their 

paragraphs on the computer. With the 

task of writing an informative paragraph 

successfully completed, the students are 

now ready to begin writing a short 

research report! They are thrilled to 

search for sources and embark on this 

writing journey.  

 

In reading class, the students have begun 

a new novel: The Orphan of Ellis Island 

by Elvira Woodruff. It is a wonderful 

sci-fi/fantasy story of a young boy who 

travels back in time to Italy in the year 

1908. The students will continue to use 

various reading comprehension 



strategies while exploring the novel: 

summarization, questioning, prediction, 

visualization, making connections, and 

inferencing. They have already written 

some fantastic responses to the novel in 

their reading journals and have shared 

them with their peers! 

 

Reading Olympics 

This year, a team of fifth and sixth 

graders from Milford School are 

participating in the county wide Reading 

Olympics program. Within this program, 

the students are challenged to read 35 

preselected books by mid-April. A 

competition will then be held at Holland 

School where various teams will be 

asked questions regarding the books. 

The Milford team is both excited and 

motivated for this challenge! They have 

been reading up a storm and will meet 

periodically to discuss the literature. 

 

News from Mrs. Zdepski’s Classes: 

 

Grade 5 Social Studies 

Why did different people come to the 

English colonies and where did they 

settle?   

 

This is just one of the many questions 

we will be researching as we enter Unit 

3- The Thirteen Colonies.  We are 

looking forward to learning new 

information and participating in new 

projects. 

Grades 7 & 8 Language Arts 

Students are off to a great start with their 

research projects.  They have chosen 

among many various topics such as 

environmental, historical and 

technology-based. 

 

Grade 7 Reading 

We are currently reading White Fang, as 

written by classic American author Jack 

London.  We will be completing projects 

as we read this great story.  One of the 

projects will be a written, as well as oral, 

book report.  

 

Grade 8 Reading 

The eighth grade is currently reading 

Flowers for Algernon, by Daniel Keyes.  

Unlike most books, Flowers for 

Algernon is written as a journal from the 

main character’s point of view.  The 

students will be entering information 

about the story on an online blog; this 

ties into our current technology 

endeavors.  Stay tuned! 

 

From Mrs. Mandatta 

The students have been working hard at 

applying the F.I.T.T. Principles in all the 

activities during Physical Education 

class. The middle school students have 

been using Plyometrics to improve their 

muscle conditioning and they are having 

fun playing Basketball. 

The younger students have been learning 

about different Locomotor skills and 

why they are important.  They are also 

working on improving their throwing 

with accuracy and receiving with two 

hands. 

Please check out the bulletin board in the 

gym to see our P.E. Students of the 

Month honorees. Congratulations to all. 

I would also like to thank all the 

volunteers who made the Breakfast with 

Santa a huge success. The PTO members 

helped with shopping for the food and 

got up early to start making the 

pancakes, waffles, sausage, and bacon.  

The kids had a lot of fun making crafts, 

visiting with Santa, and hanging with 

their friends and family. 

The Student Council and Yearbook 

students did a fantastic job at being food 

servers and helpers at the craft tables.  
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Here is what has been going on at 
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Information from the Board 

Dear Milford Parents: 

 

I wanted to call to your attention to 

recent legislative action, specifically Bill 

#A-4394/S-3148, signed into law on 

January 17, 2012 by Governor Chris 

Christie that will have an impact on the 

Budget and Election process for School 

Boards.  This bill establishes procedures 

for moving the date of a school district's 

annual school election to the day of the 

general election in November.  This 

move has been desired for years by 

many who claim that election turnout is 

low in April.  Furthermore, the cost of 

running the election has had to be borne 

by the schools - it will now be shared 

with the Municipality, State and Local 

Government entities.  The law also 

mandates that if a district moves its 

annual school election to November, it 

does not require voter approval for a 

base budget, but any proposal to exceed 

the 2 percent tax levy cap would be 

presented for voter approval in 

November.  District board members 

elected in November would take office 

at the beginning of January, instead of 

April as they do today.  Moving the 

election to November requires adoption 

of a resolution by the board of education.  

 

As was advertised, there was a special 

election on Monday, January 30, 2012 

for the Board to vote on this resolution, 

which was unanimously approved.  

 

Other practices remain the same, 

specifically preparation of the annual 

budget with parental and community 

input, a public meeting to share the 

budget and information on the budget 

being made available on the school's 

website and in the public library. 



Source: 

 http://www.state.nj.us/governor/news/ne

ws/552012/approved/20120117f.html 

 

Student of the Week 

Abby Schaefer is our student of the 

week. She was nominated by Mrs. 

Andresen because she is an outstanding 

student who is very enthusiastic about 

school and is extremely motivated to 

always do her best. Abby applies what 

she learns and works hard to improve 

her skills. She is helpful and kind to 

everyone and has a great sense of humor. 

Congratulations, Abby! 

 

Tuition Students 

Please read the attached notice about the 

reduced cost of tuition to attend Milford 

School.. If you are interested in 

attending Milford School for 2012-2013, 

please let me know at 995-4349. 

 

Kindergarten Roundup 

If you have a child who will be five 

before October 1, 2012, he/she is eligible 

for kindergarten. You and your child are 

invited to our kindergarten roundup on 

Tuesday, Feb. 21 at 1:00 in the gym. 

Mrs. Warner will give a presentation 

about her 

kindergarten 

program for 

the parents 

and students 

will gather to 

meet other 

future 

kindergarteners.  

 

Extended Child Care Available 

Milford School will offer child care from 

7AM until 6PM beginning Tuesday, 

Feb. 21. If you are interested in having 

your child attend, please fill out the 

attached form and return it to me as soon 

as possible. The cost has not been voted 

on by the board, but will be in alignment 

with the current cost of childcare.  

 

CCD at Milford School 

Milford School is the site for the St. 

Edward’s CCD program. Every Monday 

and Wednesday afternoons, students and 

teachers use our classrooms for their 

religious education. Since St. Edward’s 

Parish Center is used as our emergency 

school location, we are pleased to offer 

this community service to St. Edwards 

Parish.   

 

After School Tutoring 

Since Milford School is receiving Title I 

funding, we are able to offer after school 

tutoring to students who are identified to 

need additional academic support. Mrs. 

Seow and Mr. St. Laurent are teaching 

this program.  

 

Spelling Bee 

The results of the 2011-

2012 spelling bee are: 

1
st
  Liam 

McCracken 

2
nd

  Robert Polansky     

3
rd

 Jared Pershyn  

Alternate: Ethan Coss 

 

About 25 students in Grades 5-8 

participated in the spelling bee. 

Congratulations to all of the participants 

and to our winners! Liam will participate 

in the Express Times spelling bee. 

 

Kicking Off 2012 in Miss Carro’s 

Classes! 

 

Sixth Grade Reading, Language Arts, 

Math & Social Studies 

In sixth grade language arts, the students 

have been doing an outstanding job 

compiling information for their research 



reports. They have been diligent 

throughout every step of the research 

process so far: finding text and internet 

sources, taking notes, and creating 

outlines. Next, they will compose their 

rough drafts, peer edit, and finally, 

publish their final copies of their reports. 

They will also compile a formal 

bibliography to cite their sources. Lastly, 

the students will create PowerPoint 

presentations to give their classmates an 

overview of their research.  

 

Some of the interesting topics being 

explored are Tokay geckos, Walt 

Disney, asthma, the constellation Leo, 

the Great Wall of China, and much 

more! This will be a great 

accomplishment for the sixth graders, 

and they are already excelling. Way to 

go!  

  

In reading class, the students are doing a 

nonfiction study. They just finished 

reading about the life of Helen Keller. 

They read an excerpt of her 

autobiography as well as a short 

biography on her life and compared the 

information that was presented.  

 Next, the students will read about 

how the great pyramids of ancient Egypt 

were constructed, in alignment with our 

upcoming study of Egypt in social 

studies! 

  

In social studies, the students have been 

studying Mesopotamian river valley 

civilizations. They are learning about the 

farming techniques and various 

innovations of these peoples. Did you 

know that the Sumerians were the first to 

develop a written language comprised of 

pictorial symbols known as cuneiform? 

They also created the calendar, sailboat, 

and potter’s wheel! 

  

In addition, we look forward to 

exploring the mysteries of ancient Egypt 

in the near future. 

In the world of math, the students are 

continuing to pursue their study of 

fractions. They just finished mastering 

how to estimate, add, and subtract 

fractions and mixed numbers. Next, they 

will delve into multiplying and dividing 

fractions and mixed numbers.  

  

What has made math so exciting lately is 

the incorporation of our interactive 

textbook. We now have the ability to 

display textbook pages on the Epson 

projector, use interactive tools, and even 

watch video clips associated with each 

lesson! The students are highly engaged 

and are advancing in their learning with 

this new feature. 

 

Fifth Grade Reading & Language 

Arts 
The fifth graders have been dedicated to 

informative writing. They recently 

finished writing paragraphs regarding a 

famous explorer or an aspect of the 

United States government. They read 

their books, took notes, made miniature 

outlines, wrote rough drafts, peer edited 

each other’s work, and published their 

paragraphs on the computer. With the 

task of writing an informative paragraph 

successfully completed, the students are 

now ready to begin writing a short 

research report! They are thrilled to 

search for sources and embark on this 

writing journey.  

 

In reading class, the students have begun 

a new novel: The Orphan of Ellis Island 

by Elvira Woodruff. It is a wonderful 

sci-fi/fantasy story of a young boy who 

travels back in time to Italy in the year 

1908. The students will continue to use 

various reading comprehension 



strategies while exploring the novel: 

summarization, questioning, prediction, 

visualization, making connections, and 

inferencing. They have already written 

some fantastic responses to the novel in 

their reading journals and have shared 

them with their peers! 

 

Reading Olympics 

This year, a team of fifth and sixth 

graders from Milford School are 

participating in the county wide Reading 

Olympics program. Within this program, 

the students are challenged to read 35 

preselected books by mid-April. A 

competition will then be held at Holland 

School where various teams will be 

asked questions regarding the books. 

The Milford team is both excited and 

motivated for this challenge! They have 

been reading up a storm and will meet 

periodically to discuss the literature. 

 

News from Mrs. Zdepski’s Classes: 

 

Grade 5 Social Studies 

Why did different people come to the 

English colonies and where did they 

settle?   

 

This is just one of the many questions 

we will be researching as we enter Unit 

3- The Thirteen Colonies.  We are 

looking forward to learning new 

information and participating in new 

projects. 

Grades 7 & 8 Language Arts 

Students are off to a great start with their 

research projects.  They have chosen 

among many various topics such as 

environmental, historical and 

technology-based. 

 

Grade 7 Reading 

We are currently reading White Fang, as 

written by classic American author Jack 

London.  We will be completing projects 

as we read this great story.  One of the 

projects will be a written, as well as oral, 

book report.  

 

Grade 8 Reading 

The eighth grade is currently reading 

Flowers for Algernon, by Daniel Keyes.  

Unlike most books, Flowers for 

Algernon is written as a journal from the 

main character’s point of view.  The 

students will be entering information 

about the story on an online blog; this 

ties into our current technology 

endeavors.  Stay tuned! 

 

From Mrs. Mandatta 

The students have been working hard at 

applying the F.I.T.T. Principles in all the 

activities during Physical Education 

class. The middle school students have 

been using Plyometrics to improve their 

muscle conditioning and they are having 

fun playing Basketball. 

The younger students have been learning 

about different Locomotor skills and 

why they are important.  They are also 

working on improving their throwing 

with accuracy and receiving with two 

hands. 

Please check out the bulletin board in the 

gym to see our P.E. Students of the 

Month honorees. Congratulations to all. 

I would also like to thank all the 

volunteers who made the Breakfast with 

Santa a huge success. The PTO members 

helped with shopping for the food and 

got up early to start making the 

pancakes, waffles, sausage, and bacon.  

The kids had a lot of fun making crafts, 

visiting with Santa, and hanging with 

their friends and family. 

The Student Council and Yearbook 

students did a fantastic job at being food 

servers and helpers at the craft tables.  



 

Milford Express – January 31, 2012 
mculley@milfordpublicschool.com 

Go Mustangs!!!  
www.milfordpublicschool.com 

908-995-4349 

 
Dates to Note: 

Jan. 31 Report Card Day 

Feb. 7 PTO Bowling Night 

Feb. 8 Acceptance Day 

           Board of Ed. Mtg. 7:00 

Feb. 10 Slipper Day 

             Student Council Valentine 

              Dance 

Feb. 14 Wear Red Day 

              Valentine’s Day 

Feb. 16 Patriotic Day 

Feb. 17-20 President’s Weekend 

Feb. 21 Kindergarten Roundup 

Feb. 24 Jump Rope for Heart 

 

Dear Parents: 

Here is what has been going on at 

Milford School: 

 

Information from the Board 

Dear Milford Parents: 

 

I wanted to call to your attention to 

recent legislative action, specifically Bill 

#A-4394/S-3148, signed into law on 

January 17, 2012 by Governor Chris 

Christie that will have an impact on the 

Budget and Election process for School 

Boards.  This bill establishes procedures 

for moving the date of a school district's 

annual school election to the day of the 

general election in November.  This 

move has been desired for years by 

many who claim that election turnout is 

low in April.  Furthermore, the cost of 

running the election has had to be borne 

by the schools - it will now be shared 

with the Municipality, State and Local 

Government entities.  The law also 

mandates that if a district moves its 

annual school election to November, it 

does not require voter approval for a 

base budget, but any proposal to exceed 

the 2 percent tax levy cap would be 

presented for voter approval in 

November.  District board members 

elected in November would take office 

at the beginning of January, instead of 

April as they do today.  Moving the 

election to November requires adoption 

of a resolution by the board of education.  

 

As was advertised, there was a special 

election on Monday, January 30, 2012 

for the Board to vote on this resolution, 

which was unanimously approved.  

 

Other practices remain the same, 

specifically preparation of the annual 

budget with parental and community 

input, a public meeting to share the 

budget and information on the budget 

being made available on the school's 

website and in the public library. 



Source: 

 http://www.state.nj.us/governor/news/ne

ws/552012/approved/20120117f.html 

 

Student of the Week 

Abby Schaefer is our student of the 

week. She was nominated by Mrs. 

Andresen because she is an outstanding 

student who is very enthusiastic about 

school and is extremely motivated to 

always do her best. Abby applies what 

she learns and works hard to improve 

her skills. She is helpful and kind to 

everyone and has a great sense of humor. 

Congratulations, Abby! 

 

Tuition Students 

Please read the attached notice about the 

reduced cost of tuition to attend Milford 

School.. If you are interested in 

attending Milford School for 2012-2013, 

please let me know at 995-4349. 

 

Kindergarten Roundup 

If you have a child who will be five 

before October 1, 2012, he/she is eligible 

for kindergarten. You and your child are 

invited to our kindergarten roundup on 

Tuesday, Feb. 21 at 1:00 in the gym. 

Mrs. Warner will give a presentation 

about her 

kindergarten 

program for 

the parents 

and students 

will gather to 

meet other 

future 

kindergarteners.  

 

Extended Child Care Available 

Milford School will offer child care from 

7AM until 6PM beginning Tuesday, 

Feb. 21. If you are interested in having 

your child attend, please fill out the 

attached form and return it to me as soon 

as possible. The cost has not been voted 

on by the board, but will be in alignment 

with the current cost of childcare.  

 

CCD at Milford School 

Milford School is the site for the St. 

Edward’s CCD program. Every Monday 

and Wednesday afternoons, students and 

teachers use our classrooms for their 

religious education. Since St. Edward’s 

Parish Center is used as our emergency 

school location, we are pleased to offer 

this community service to St. Edwards 

Parish.   

 

After School Tutoring 

Since Milford School is receiving Title I 

funding, we are able to offer after school 

tutoring to students who are identified to 

need additional academic support. Mrs. 

Seow and Mr. St. Laurent are teaching 

this program.  

 

Spelling Bee 

The results of the 2011-

2012 spelling bee are: 

1
st
  Liam 

McCracken 

2
nd

  Robert Polansky     

3
rd

 Jared Pershyn  

Alternate: Ethan Coss 

 

About 25 students in Grades 5-8 

participated in the spelling bee. 

Congratulations to all of the participants 

and to our winners! Liam will participate 

in the Express Times spelling bee. 

 

Kicking Off 2012 in Miss Carro’s 

Classes! 

 

Sixth Grade Reading, Language Arts, 

Math & Social Studies 

In sixth grade language arts, the students 

have been doing an outstanding job 

compiling information for their research 



reports. They have been diligent 

throughout every step of the research 

process so far: finding text and internet 

sources, taking notes, and creating 

outlines. Next, they will compose their 

rough drafts, peer edit, and finally, 

publish their final copies of their reports. 

They will also compile a formal 

bibliography to cite their sources. Lastly, 

the students will create PowerPoint 

presentations to give their classmates an 

overview of their research.  

 

Some of the interesting topics being 

explored are Tokay geckos, Walt 

Disney, asthma, the constellation Leo, 

the Great Wall of China, and much 

more! This will be a great 

accomplishment for the sixth graders, 

and they are already excelling. Way to 

go!  

  

In reading class, the students are doing a 

nonfiction study. They just finished 

reading about the life of Helen Keller. 

They read an excerpt of her 

autobiography as well as a short 

biography on her life and compared the 

information that was presented.  

 Next, the students will read about 

how the great pyramids of ancient Egypt 

were constructed, in alignment with our 

upcoming study of Egypt in social 

studies! 

  

In social studies, the students have been 

studying Mesopotamian river valley 

civilizations. They are learning about the 

farming techniques and various 

innovations of these peoples. Did you 

know that the Sumerians were the first to 

develop a written language comprised of 

pictorial symbols known as cuneiform? 

They also created the calendar, sailboat, 

and potter’s wheel! 

  

In addition, we look forward to 

exploring the mysteries of ancient Egypt 

in the near future. 

In the world of math, the students are 

continuing to pursue their study of 

fractions. They just finished mastering 

how to estimate, add, and subtract 

fractions and mixed numbers. Next, they 

will delve into multiplying and dividing 

fractions and mixed numbers.  

  

What has made math so exciting lately is 

the incorporation of our interactive 

textbook. We now have the ability to 

display textbook pages on the Epson 

projector, use interactive tools, and even 

watch video clips associated with each 

lesson! The students are highly engaged 

and are advancing in their learning with 

this new feature. 

 

Fifth Grade Reading & Language 

Arts 
The fifth graders have been dedicated to 

informative writing. They recently 

finished writing paragraphs regarding a 

famous explorer or an aspect of the 

United States government. They read 

their books, took notes, made miniature 

outlines, wrote rough drafts, peer edited 

each other’s work, and published their 

paragraphs on the computer. With the 

task of writing an informative paragraph 

successfully completed, the students are 

now ready to begin writing a short 

research report! They are thrilled to 

search for sources and embark on this 

writing journey.  

 

In reading class, the students have begun 

a new novel: The Orphan of Ellis Island 

by Elvira Woodruff. It is a wonderful 

sci-fi/fantasy story of a young boy who 

travels back in time to Italy in the year 

1908. The students will continue to use 

various reading comprehension 



strategies while exploring the novel: 

summarization, questioning, prediction, 

visualization, making connections, and 

inferencing. They have already written 

some fantastic responses to the novel in 

their reading journals and have shared 

them with their peers! 

 

Reading Olympics 

This year, a team of fifth and sixth 

graders from Milford School are 

participating in the county wide Reading 

Olympics program. Within this program, 

the students are challenged to read 35 

preselected books by mid-April. A 

competition will then be held at Holland 

School where various teams will be 

asked questions regarding the books. 

The Milford team is both excited and 

motivated for this challenge! They have 

been reading up a storm and will meet 

periodically to discuss the literature. 

 

News from Mrs. Zdepski’s Classes: 

 

Grade 5 Social Studies 

Why did different people come to the 

English colonies and where did they 

settle?   

 

This is just one of the many questions 

we will be researching as we enter Unit 

3- The Thirteen Colonies.  We are 

looking forward to learning new 

information and participating in new 

projects. 

Grades 7 & 8 Language Arts 

Students are off to a great start with their 

research projects.  They have chosen 

among many various topics such as 

environmental, historical and 

technology-based. 

 

Grade 7 Reading 

We are currently reading White Fang, as 

written by classic American author Jack 

London.  We will be completing projects 

as we read this great story.  One of the 

projects will be a written, as well as oral, 

book report.  

 

Grade 8 Reading 

The eighth grade is currently reading 

Flowers for Algernon, by Daniel Keyes.  

Unlike most books, Flowers for 

Algernon is written as a journal from the 

main character’s point of view.  The 

students will be entering information 

about the story on an online blog; this 

ties into our current technology 

endeavors.  Stay tuned! 

 

From Mrs. Mandatta 

The students have been working hard at 

applying the F.I.T.T. Principles in all the 

activities during Physical Education 

class. The middle school students have 

been using Plyometrics to improve their 

muscle conditioning and they are having 

fun playing Basketball. 

The younger students have been learning 

about different Locomotor skills and 

why they are important.  They are also 

working on improving their throwing 

with accuracy and receiving with two 

hands. 

Please check out the bulletin board in the 

gym to see our P.E. Students of the 

Month honorees. Congratulations to all. 

I would also like to thank all the 

volunteers who made the Breakfast with 

Santa a huge success. The PTO members 

helped with shopping for the food and 

got up early to start making the 

pancakes, waffles, sausage, and bacon.  

The kids had a lot of fun making crafts, 

visiting with Santa, and hanging with 

their friends and family. 

The Student Council and Yearbook 

students did a fantastic job at being food 

servers and helpers at the craft tables.  


